Abolition and Order
The municipal clinics, maintained for the purposes above stated, seven in number, are prominently announced on every advertising obelisk. As indicating the direct way in which the subject is handled, I reproduce on page 350 the bulletin.11
At Rome, side by side with the ineffective municipal regulatory system previously described, the royal government of Italy has, by a law approved August i, 1907, instituted a dispensary system:, in many respects closely following the Danish type. The measure provides for "gratuitous public prophylaxis of gonorrhoea, soft chancre, and syphilis/'12 The dispensaries are to be organized by the communes acting in cooperation with the ministry of the Interior, or in default of such arrangement, by the Interior department itself; the expense is to be borne by the commune assisted by governmental aid; physicians shall be appointed by the government; "they shall treat without any distinction all sufferers from venereal diseases who apply to the dispensaries. The cure is gratuitous for all alike." 13 Provision is further made for hospital facilities. Supplementary sections endeavor to bring professional prostitutes within the scope of the act.
Between the Italian and the Scandinavian legislation above summarized there is, however, an important distinction. The Italian scheme is wholly and unconditionally voluntary and hygienic; it lacks altogether corn-patient's proper conduct while under treatment and the penalties to which misconduct may lead are also, as in Norway, handed to him or her.
11 Its dimensions are I7"x26".
12 Sanitary Laws, revised text, Section III, Articles 136-156.
13 Ibid., Article 144.
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